
άhǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ςwe 
share a set of common democratic values. That is why the bond that links 
us together cannot be broken, and why NATO is a unique alliance in the 
history of the world. Now it falls to us to work together to face down the 
ǇŜǊƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŜƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ

President ςElect Barack hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ b!¢hΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлΣ нллф

60 YEARS OF THE U.S. IN NATO

LINKS: NATO tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ b!¢h        

http://www.nato.int/
http://nato.usmission.gov/dossier/Obama_NATO_Letter.asp


On March 12, 1947, PresidentHarry Trumanaskedthe U.S. Congressfor aid to Greeceand Turkey.
Britain wasabout to end its financialand military aid, and the ongoingCivilWar in Greecethreatened
regionalstability. Theideasexpoundedin President¢ǊǳƳŀƴΩǎspeechwould later becomeknownasthe
TrumanDoctrineand markeda major shift in Americanforeignpolicy,committing the U.S. άǘƻsupport
freepeopleswho areresistingattemptedsubjugationby armedminoritiesor by outsidepressures.ά1
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The Truman Doctrine

LINKS:   Speech on Recommendation for Assistance to Greece and TurkeyBackground on the Truman DoctrineTruman Library

1949                          1959                         1969                        1979                         1989                         1999      2009

President Truman addressing Congress on March 12, 1947.
Courtesy Harry S. Truman Library and Museum

http://www.nato.int/docu/speech/1947/s470312a_e.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/cwr/82210.htm
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/index.php


On April 3, 1948, President Truman signed the Economic Cooperation Act of 1948, more commonly known as 
the Marshall Plan. The legislation and the body it created, the Economic Cooperation Administration, were 
crucial to helping Europe rebuild after World War II.  Over the next four years, $13.3 billion would be spent, 
leading to unprecedented economic growth across Western Europe. The funds went to staples, such as food 
and gasoline, as well as manufacturing and agricultural inputs needed to rebuild key industries. 1
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An English family receiving a package from the humanitarian organization CARE. 
As part of the Marshall plan, U.S. ships carried private donations to Europe free 
of charge.                                                                          Courtesy Library of Congress

LINKS:   Marshall Speech on the Marshall PlanNewsreel of the signingMarshall Plan Posters   
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άhǳǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ 
country or doctrine but against hunger, 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƻǎΦέ 
Secretary of State George Marshall,  June 5, 1947 

The Marshall Plan


